CLAIM AMENDMENTS 



Claims 1-245 (cancelled) 

246. (currently amended) A chemically modified nucleic acid construct, said 
construct comprising at least one modified nucleotide ^ or at least one nucleotide 
analog-rOi^^-^Fnb in atf on of th e fo r-egoir^f, wherein at least one modified 

* nucleotide or nucleotide analog comprises a fusogenic protein and at least one 
modified nucleotide or nucleotide analog comprises a ligand, which construct 
when present in a cell is used as a template for the synthesis of a nucleic acid 
product having biological activity , wherein said product comprises RNA- r-saM- 
product se l ected from the group cons i st i ng of ant i sens e RNA, ant i sense DNA, 
s e ns e RNA, ribozym e s, m e ss e ng e r RNA, and a comb i nation of any of th e 
foregoing . 

247. (currently amended) The construct of claim 246, wherein at least a portion of 
said construct or a portion ther e o ^is linear, circular or branched. 

248. (currently amended) The construct of claim 246, wherein at least a portion of 
said construct 0M"pof4ioR4hefeef is single-stranded, double-stranded, partially- 
d ouble-stranded or triple-stranded. 

249. (currently amended) The construct of claim 24g246, wherein said construct 
is in double-stranded form. 

250 (currently amended) The construct of claim 24S246, having at least one 
terminus, said terminus comprising a polynucleotide tail. 

251. (previously presented) The construct of claim 250, wherein said 
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polynucleotide tail is hybridized to a complementary polynucleotide sequence. 

252. (currently amended) The construct of claim 246, wherein said construct 
comprises DNAt- or RNA; a D NA - R N A hy brid, a D N A - R NA c hi m e ra or a 



Claims 253-254 (canceled) 

255. (currently amended) The construct of claim 246, wherein at least one of said 

nuc l eotid e ana l og or ana l ogs modified nucleotides hav^- has been modified aL 
least on the backbone or at least on the side chain o r bo th . 

Claims 256-263 (canceled) 

264. (currently amended) The construct of claim 246, wherein said ligand or 
ligands are attached at least t o a single stranded segment, at least to a double 
stranded segment, at least to a single stranded construct tail, or at least to a 
sequence complementary to a construct tail ror a combma t i o n of the40feg€4f^§. 

265. (currently amended) The construct of claim 246, wherein said ligand or 
ligands are macromoleculesr or small moleculeSrOr-a-OGmtoatiofi c^-b^^^ 

Claims 266-270 (canceled) 

271. (currently amended) A chemically modified double-stranded nucleic acid 
construct, wherein solely one strand of said construct comprises a modified 
nucleotide- or a nucleotide analog, or a combin ati o n of the forego i ng, wherein 
said modified nucleotide or nucleot i d e analog comprises ^ at least one non- 
nucleic acid entity, wherein said non-nucleic acid entity is selected from the group 
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consisting of a polypeptide, a prot ei n, a saccliaride, a fatty acid, and a fatty acid 
esterT-an4-a-9o nn bi nat iofv^f4^>e4Gfe§oif^, which construct when present in a cell 
is used as a template for the synthesis of a nucleic acid product having biological 
activity, said product s ele ct e d from the gr oy p cons i sting o f antisense RNA , 
anti s en s e DNA, s e ns e RNA, ribo^ymes. messen g e r R NA, and a c o mb i nat i on of 
any-oMhe-fore^oi TO comprising RNA . wherein said non-nucleic acid entity 
confers cell targeting. 

272. (currently amended) The chemically modified construct of claim 271 , 

wheffiifi^aid- further comprising a non-nucleic acid entity fwthef- that confers 
cellular localizationT- or nuclear localization or a c omb i nat 4 on of th e forego i ng . 

273. (currently amended) A chemically modified nucleic acid construct, said 
construct comprising a modified nucleotide- or a nucleotide analog, of^ 
comb i nat i on of the for e going, wherein said modified nucleotide or nucleotide 
analog comprises a -at least one non-nucleic acid entity, which construct when 
present in a cell is used as a template for the synthesis of a nucleic acid product 
having biological activity, said product sel e c t ed fr om th e group cons i st i ng of 

combination of any of th e foregoing comprises RNA . wherein said non-nucleic 
acid entity confers ny^ease-re^i&t-anGe at least nuclease resistance r- or at least 
cell targeting, cel l u l ar l ocal i zation or nuclear l oca li zat i on , or a comb i nation of th e 
fefegoing, wherein said construct further comprises at least two strands, wherein 
a first strand is a circular strand and the second strand (a) has at least one 
terminus, said terminus comprising a polynucleotide tail and (b) comprises two 
segments, wherein one segment is complementary to at least a portion of the first 
strand and the second segment lacks said complementarity and comprises said 
polynucleotide tail, wherein said polynucleotide tail is hybridized to a 
complementary polynucleotide sequence, wherein said complementary nucleic 
acid sequence comprises a non-nucleic acid entity. 
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274. (currently amended) The construct of claim 246, wherein said construct 
further comprises a modified nucleotide or nucleotide analog comprising a non- 
nucleic acid entity comprising a nuclear localization signal or cellular localization 
sig nal. 

275. (new) The construct of claim 273, wherein said construct further comprises 
a modified nucleotide or nucleotide analog comprising a non-nucleic acid entity 
comprising a nuclear localization signal or cellular localization signal. 
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